
4th Sunday of Advent – B 
 

God save us from good ideas!  That could be one theme to 

take from today’s first reading.  David recognizes the 

blessings he has received from God:  victory over his foes, 

stability in the land.  Finally, the promises God made to 

Abraham seem to have come to fulfillment. 

 

So, why wouldn’t David want to honor God by providing 

Him with a suitable dwelling place, a temple that would tell 

the world how great our God is (and if it says something 

about how great David is, well, so be it.) 

 

Nathan, David’s house prophet, who has witnessed all the 

success David has had, fighting in the name of the Lord, 

doesn’t know any reason why God would not welcome the 

idea.  He gives David the green light. 

 

The only problem is, it’s David’s plan and not God’s, and 

in fact it gets in the way of what God is doing.  The rest of 

the first reading is God reminding David of who is really 

directing history and what David’s role really has been in 

the whole enterprise. There will be a house for God, but it 

will be in the form of a line of David’s descendants, not in 

the form of a building.  What’s more this line will endure 

forever. 

 

That promise ties in with the Gospel, where we hear Mary 

receiving word that the line of David will be continued in 

the child to be born of her.  The forever quality of the 

God’s promise will come to pass in the child who will be 

called Son of the Most High. 
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This way of fulfilling God’s promise is not something 

David could ever even have hoped for or even imagined.  

Because the human imagination is incapable of conceiving 

what God has in store for us, we can be inclined to take 

matters into our own hands.  David fell prey to that 

temptation. 

 

Lucky for David, he had someone like Nathan among his 

advisors.  Nathan knows to stay open to the word of the 

Lord, and to let that word hold sway.  He goes back to 

David with God’s word and further information about what 

God is up to. There’s nothing like having a good prophet 

around, one that is tuned into God’s ongoing word, and 

faithful enough to pass that word along, without regard for 

how it might be received. 

 

Mary did not have a court prophet on the payroll, but she 

did know how to be open to God and to be available to 

God’s plan, even when it seemed impossible.  Like David 

she also was confronted with news that was beyond what 

she could ever have imagined or planned for.  That a baby 

would be born of a virgin?  Who would ever have come up 

with that idea? But once Gabriel explained it further, Mary 

gave her consent and accepted the consequences. 

 

To get anything done, we have to be able to plan.  I 

personally love planning.  And I love to stick to the plan 

that I have made.  Some planning belongs to what it means 

to be human, I think. But what we are invited to do today, 

even in the midst of the having to rethink so much of our 

normal way of going about things, is to put God’s plan 
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before ours; to open ourselves to it, to listen for it, and to 

adjust accordingly. 

 

One thing that can help in that process is to make room for 

the witness of the prophets among us.  Who serves as 

Nathan for us?  How can they help us to keep from letting 

what appear to be good ideas get in the way of what God is 

trying to accomplish in us and for us? 

 

This is the best season the Church’s liturgical year provides 

for us to recapture the big picture that we are a part of. 

God’s plan is to save us, to provide for us a firm and 

everlasting kingdom.  It’s starts with the baby in Bethlehem 

and continues in our day for those who will make room for 

it—first by receiving the message through the Holy Spirit’s 

inspiration, and then by pondering it in our hearts.  From 

there it will be clearer how we are to participate in it and 

cooperate with it in our own planning. 

 

When we follow the steps in the right order: openness to 

God, willingness to listen to what he has planned for us and 

making room for it, and then doing our part to see it come 

to fruition—we can have confidence that our labors will not 

be in vain.  They will be contributing to the new heavens 

and the new earth that God is moving us toward. 

 

If we don’t listen, that will cost us.  To the extent that we 

blindly pursue our own plans, as good and as reasonable as 

they might seem, we run the risk of missing what God is up 

to, and how he is inviting us to be a part of that.  And we 
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find our efforts end up on a side track, not really headed 

anywhere. 

 


